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MaxSea TimeZero is a nautical navigation software applicat ion based on the most sophisticated display 

technology available. MaxSea TimeZero features a full 3D operating environment with unparalleled 

speed of zooming, powerful tools and an intuitive easy to use interface. The 3D environment of 

MaxSea TimeZero comb ines nautical charts, 3D data, and satellite photographs that provides the best 

maritime navigation information and situational awareness for the navigator that has ever been 

achieved by a nautical navigation software application.  

 

Standard Features:  

Á Conn ect your GPS and autopilot (NMEA compatible upon serial ports or Ethernet by 

Furuno) to your navigation software.  

Á Download/overlay weather updates for free and perform advanced planning.  

Á The navigation software operates in a fully rendered 3D environment a nd delivers 

unparalleled speed and a seamless chart plotting experience  

Á Exclusive MaxSea TimeZero interface combines functionality with ease of use, 

providing for a practical and personalized navigating experience.   

Á Exclusive MaxSea TimeZero PhotoFusion: f use satellite images to the marine chart  

Á Integration with FLIR M - Series Camera  (Exclusively included in MaxSea 

Explorer ): MaxSea TimeZero can now control any FLIR M -Series camera and 

instantly add a versatile Target and Object tracking feature to your syst em.  

Á Direct compatibility with NavNet 3D and FAR2XX7 Radar  (Exclusively 

included in MaxSea Explorer ): MaxSea TimeZero can be connected directly to one 

(or two) FAR2XX7 radars using a simple Ethernet connection.  
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Á Worldwide tide database included : display tida l data on MaxSea TimeZero to 

know about water depth in ports  

Á Integration with the ActiveCaptain "Points of Interest" database : MaxSea is 

the first Navigation software to offer ActiveCaptain Points -of - Interest (POI) 

integration and real - time updating.   

Á Comp atible with AIS : MaxSea TimeZero can be connected to any AIS using 

NMEA0183 or via Ethernet.  

New in this version:  

¶ Optional add - on Furuno Network Sounder module  (DFF1, DFF3, FCV1150 

)( Exclusively included in MaxSea Explorer )  

¶ Optional add - on PBG (Personal Ba thymetry Generator) / Bathy Recorder  

(Exclusively included in MaxSea Explorer )  

¶ New File formats of import in MaxSea  (read more in " Importing & Exporting ")  

¶ New Time Bar available in Planning Worksp ace 

¶ Auto Chart Selection  

¶ Set a Target color and size  
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End - User License Agreement  

Terms of Use 

This product contains embedded navigational charts provided by Mapmedia. By using these charts, you agree to be 
bound by the terms of the MaxSea End-User License Agreement, a copy of which is included in the documentation for 
this product.  

MAPMEDIA, JEPPESEN AND NAVIONICS CHART WARNING: Mapmedia®, Jeppesen® and 

Navionics® charts  make use of a combination of governmental, private and proprietary sources and 

are not  official governmental charts and may not contain the latest update of the information contained 

therein. Like virtually all data sources, the sources on which Mapmedia, Jeppesen and Navionics charts 

are based may contain inaccuracies. Therefore, Mapmedia,  Jeppesen and Navionics charts may be 

used for general directional information but should not be relied upon for personal safety or for any 

purpose requiring precise measurement of direction, distance, location or topography. Use of this 

navigation aid is at Userôs risk: it is the Userôs responsibility to use this product prudently. 

WEATHER INFORMATION WARNING : The weather information is subject to service interruptions 

and may contain errors or inaccuracies, and consequently should not be relied upon exclu sively. The 

service is provided ñas isò. You are urged to check alternate weather information sources prior to 

making safety related decisions. You acknowledge and agree that you shall be solely responsible for 

use of the information and all decision taken  in respect thereto.  By using this service, you release and waive 
any claim against MaxSea International S.A.S. with regards to this service  

   MaxSea TimeZero Recreational v2.0.3 -  Help Ed2     

MAXSEA® SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT  

Upon opening the package  or initially installing the MaxSea® software disk, a legal agreement 

between you (either an individual or entity, hereinafter, the End User), and MaxSea International 

S.A.S. is in effect.  If you do not agree to the terms of this Agreement, promptly retur n the disk package and the 
accompanying items (including written materials and binders or other containers) to the place of purchase for a full 

refund.  

1. GRANT OF LICENSE.  

(a) Dedicated Use.  MaxSea International grants to the End User the nontransferable, nonexclusive, right to use one 
copy of the purchased MaxSea® software (hereinafter the "Software") on a single computer ("Dedicated Computer"). 
 The End User may transfer the Software to another Dedicated Computer owned by the End User, PROVIDED that the 
End User does not do so more often than once every (30) days and no copies of the Software purchased herein are 
retained for use on the original Dedicated Computer or any other computer.  However, if the End User has selected a 
hardware Dongle key, then that individual may also temporarily use the Software on an additional portable or home 
computer owned by the End User. 

(b) Transitory Use.  Notwithstanding the above (a), End User may transfer the right to use the Software to another 
End User, if the new End User of the Software agrees to have physical possession and abide by the terms of an 
original MaxSea® Software License Agreement at all times during the use of the Software.  

For the purposes of this section, ñuse" means loading the Software into RAM, as well as installation on a hard disk or 

other storage device (other than a network server) .  

2. COPYRIGHT.  

The entire right, title, and interest to the Software, disk, manual, and all updates, enhancements and maintenance 
modifications are owned by MaxSea International, shall remain with MaxSea International, and is protected by United 
States copyright laws and international treaty provisions.  Therefore, the End User must treat the Software like any 
other copyright material (e.g., a book or musical recordin g) except that you may either:  

(a) Make a single copy only of the Software solely for backup or archival purposes; or  
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(b) Transfer the Software to a single hard disk, provided you keep the original solely for backup or archival purposes.  

You may not copy the written materials accompanying the Software .  

3. OTHER RESTRICTIONS.  

This MaxSea® Software License Agreement is proof of license to exercise the rights granted herein and must be 
retained by the End User. You may not rent or lease the Software, but you m ay transfer your rights under this 
License Agreement on a permanent basis, provided you transfer this License Agreement, the Software, and all 
accompanying written material; retain no copies; and the recipient agrees to the terms of this License Agreement.  
 You may not reverse engineer, decompile, or disassemble the Software.  If the Software has been updated, any 

transfer must include the update and all prior versions .  

4. LIMITED WARRANTY  

MaxSea International warrants that:  

(a) upon opening the package or initially installing the disk with the Software purchased, the Software will perform 
substantially in accordance with the accompanying written documentation for a period of ninety (90) days from the 
date of receipt; and  

(b) any MaxSea International hardware accompanying the Software will be free from defects in materials and 
workmanship under normal use and service for a period of one (1) year from the date of receipt.   Any implied 
warranties on the Software and MaxSea International hardware are limited to ninety (90) days and one (1) year, 
respectively, with time of the essence.   Some states do not allow limitations on duration of an implied warranty, so 

the above limitation may not apply .  

END USER REMEDIES  

MaxSea Internationalôs entire liability and the End User's exclusive remedy shall be, at MaxSea Internationalôs option, 
either:  

(a) return to the End User of the price paid; or  

(b) repair or replacement of the Software or MaxSea International hardware that does not meet MaxSea 
Internationalôs Limited Warranty and that is returned to MaxSea International with a copy of the End User receipt. 
 This Limited Warranty is void if failure of the Software or MaxSea International hardware has resulted from accident, 
abuse, or misapplication.  Any replacement Software will be warranted for the remainder of the original warranty 
period or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer.  These remedies are not available outside of the United States of 
America. 

DISCLAIMER  

Except as expressly set forth herein, MaxSea International makes no warranties, express or implied, regarding or 

related to the licensed Software or material furnished .  

LIABILITIES  

MaxSea International shall not be liable under any claim, demand, or action under this Agreement for any special, 

indirect, incidental, exemplary, punitive, or consequential damages.  

RELIEF  

End User acknowledges that any unauthorized use or disclosure of the Licensed Software is in violation of this 
Agreement may cause MaxSea International irreparable damage, and End User agrees not to contest MaxSea 

International seeking of injunctive for equitable relief .  

COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.  

We may collect information relating to how often you use the Application or the frequency with which certain features 
of the Application are used. This information would be collected anonymously, in a way that does not personally 
identify you. We may use this information to detect broad user trends and to otherwise enhance our applications. If 
you select to use location-based services of the Application, such as weather, the physical location of your device will 
be collected in order to provide you with such location -based services. This location data is collected anonymously in 
a form that does not personally identify you.  
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LAW.  

The validity, construction, and performance of this Agreement shall be governed exclusively under the laws of France. 

AGREEMENT.  

This Agreement represents the entire Agreement between MaxSea International and the End User and cannot be 
changed except in writing and signed by both partie s. The information in the Application documentation and the 
specifications included therein are subject to change without notice.  

Should you have any questions concerning this Agreement, or if you desire to contact MaxSea International for any 
reason, please write: MaxSea International, Immeuble Odeo, Technopole Izarbel, 64210 BIDART, FRANCE. 

Copyright ©1995 -2013, MaxSea International. 

MaxSea and TimeZero are Trademarks of MaxSea International S.A.S., registered in the USA and other countries. 
These Trademarks may not be used without the express permission of MaxSea International.  

   par défaut  -  Copyright ©, MaxSea International -  www.maxsea.com  -  info@maxsea.fr  

http://www.maxsea.com/
mailto:info@maxsea.fr
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Getting Started  

MaxS ea TimeZero can be used in two modes. Upon starting the software choose "Home Planning" or 

"Navigation" mode.  

Home Planning 

Choose the "Home Planning" mode when planning on shore.  

In "Home Planning" mode, the vessel icon is not displayed on the chart, the alarms are disabled and 

routes cannot be activated. All the other functions such as creating Marks, planning routes, or ordering 

and viewing weather files are available.  

The Status Bar (Title Bar) appears in yellow when the "Home Planning" mode is used.  

Navigation 

Choose the "Navigation" mode when the computer is physically connected to sensors and instruments. 

(GPS, AIS, NavNet...)  

In this mode, the sensor and instrument data is displayed, alarms are enabled, and a route can be 

activated.  

Note : The "Home P lanning" and "Navigation" start -up mode are independent from the WorkSpaces (which 

can be used to plan a route while in the navigation mode)  

Chart Compatibility  

MaxSea TimeZero is compatible with Mapmedia mm3d charts. Mapmedia mm3d charts are available in 

Raster Chart format or in Vector Chart format. Mapmedia Raster Charts are scanned from official 

hydrographic office and select private sourced paper charts. Mapmedia Vector Charts are manufactured 

from official hydrographic office vector charts called S -57  or from privately furnished vector charts 

from C -Map by Jeppesen and Navionics known as "Datacore by Navionicsò. 

 

MaxSea TimeZero is furnished in North America with the complete NOAA library of Raster charts 

(RNC), S -57 Vector charts (ENC) and 3D Bathyme try in the Mapmedia mm3d chart format. This data is 

provided on five DVDs, one DVD containing the Vector Charts and four DVDs containing the Raster 

Charts.  

Additionally, free USA Satellite Photographs are downloadable from the "My MaxSea" section of 

http://www.maxsea.com . To access the ñMy MaxSeaò section, first register your copy of MaxSea 

TimeZero; and then, click on the "Download" link.  

1.  Note:  The Satellite Pictures can also be downloaded from the Mapmedia Catalog . 

2.  Outside of North America, Mapmedia offers a complete range of nautical charts for purchase.  

Each  mm3d  Charts Pack includes:  

o Raster  or vector  charts  

http://www.maxsea.com/
http://www.maxsea.fr/timezero/CartographyTab/mm3dCataloguedecartes/tabid/101/language/en-US/Default.aspx
../../Data/javascript:textpopup(this)
../../Data/javascript:textpopup(this)
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o 3D Data  

o Satellite Pictures  

Read more and get the latest Mapmedia data updates on MaxS ea TimeZero Web site  

Installing Charts 

Chart DVD(s) are provided with MaxSea TimeZero or when a Chart Pack is ordered. Mapmedia mm3d 

charts and data can also be downloaded online from the Mapmedia Catalog . 

Note: MaxSea TimeZero needs to be installed and correctly activated on the computer prior to installing 

charts  

Charts Installation from DVD(s):  

1.  Insert the first "Chart" DVD into the co mputerôs DVD drive. 

If MaxSea does not start automatically, use Microsoft Windows Explorer to browse to 

the file ñClickMeToInstall.mm3dò on the DVD and double-click on it.  

2.  If the Charts need to be activated, MaxSea will prompt you to enter a 22 digits 

Unlo ck Code beginning with "UC". The Unlock Code for the Charts can be retrieved 

online at http://www.maxsea.com  under the "My Products" section of "My MaxSea" 

or by contacting the Technical Support.  

3.  The charts are then co pied automatically from the DVD to the correct location on the 

computerôs Hard Drive. 

4.  Repeat the same process with every DVD provided  

1.  Note: If the computer is connected to the Internet, the chart activation code is automatically 

loaded for the charts upon installation.  

Charts Installation from file(s) downloaded on - line:  

Every Chart Pack can be downloaded online from the Mapmedia Catalog . The Charts consist of 

multiple files that are do wnloaded individually. Chart and data files are stored as .zip files.  

The zipped file can be opened directly in MaxSea without unzipped it before.  

There are two ways to install the charts from file(s):  

1.  Unzip the file you downloaded and double click on it. This will launch MaxSea (if it is 

not already open) then transfer the chart to the correct location. Repeat this 

process with all the files you downloaded.  

Note : MaxSea will not erase the original files when installing the charts in this way  

2.  To install mul tiple files at once, it is recommended to close MaxSea and move the 

ZIP files in " My Documents |My MaxSea| Downloaded Charts ". 

The next time you open MaxSea, it will scan this folder and prompt you if you want 

to install the charts (MaxSea will automatical ly unzip the files then transfer them to 

the correct location)  

Note : When the installation is over the files are automatically removed from the " Downloaded 

Charts " folder  

MaxSea TimeZero can utilize information from many different instruments on your boat.  A GPS will be 

the most common type of instrument, but depth sounders, speed sensors, wind vanes, and AIS 

receiver can supply information to MaxSea TimeZero.  

These instruments can be connected to the PC through an NMEA0183 interface, through the network 

(i f a Furuno NavNet MFD/sensor is used) or through USB (for Garmin GPS).   

http://www.maxsea.fr/timezero/CartographyTab/mm3dCataloguedecartes/tabid/101/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.maxsea.fr/timezero/CartographyTab/mm3dCataloguedecartes/tabid/101/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.maxsea.com/
http://www.mapmedia.com/charts-catalog.html
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Connection Overview 

MaxSea can be connected to instruments using the following methods:  

Serial port  :  

In most cases, connecting a GPS to a computer is straightforward, and is accompli shed by simply 

connecting the serial cable supplied by the GPS manufacturer to the serial port on the PC. The serial 

port is a nine -pin male port on the back of the computer often identified by an IO or COM symbol.  

Serial - to -USB adapter:  

Newer computers ï especially notebooks ï may not include a serial port. One can be added by using a 

serial - to -USB adapter, which can be obtained from most MaxSea resellers or computer stores. A 

Serial - to -USB adapter will create a "virtual COM port" on your computer that ca n be viewed in the 

"COM and Ports" section of the Device Manager.  

Active GPS antenna :    |   

Active USB or Bluetooth GPS antenna are an easy way to provide MaxSea with a the vesselôs position. 

To be recognized by MaxSea make sure the driver of the GPS a ntenna creates a virtual COM port.  

MaxSea TimeZero is also compatible with the proprietary Garmin USB format.  

o Ethernet :  

If the boat is equipped with a NavNet series Furuno Chart Plotter (NavNet1, NavNetVx2, NavNet3D) or 

AIS (FA30 AIS, FA50 AIS), youôre computer can be connected to the NavNet network using a standard 

Ethernet Cable.  

Assign a fixed IP address to the computer connected to the NavNet network such as 172.31.3.50 with 

a subnet mask of 255.255.0.0.  

Automatic Instrument Configuration  

MaxSea TimeZer o can automatically locate most sensors and instruments connected to the computer. 

To use this feature, start MaxSea in "Navigation" mode to enable sensor and instrument connections. 

The "Connection Wizard" window should be automatically displayed, otherwi se, click on the MaxSea 

Button located on the top left of the screen:       

  

¶ next click on "Connection Wizard"  
¶ Select the "Automatic Ports Configuration" ; and then, click "Next". The GPS must be connected 

before and transmit all needed information .  

¶ Follo w the on screen instructions  

To manually select the correct port and configuration or to setup a Pilot , refer to the "Connection 

Wizard" paragraph.  
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Note : The Connection Wizard option will not appear in " Home Planning" . 

user interface 

 

1.  MaxSea Button  : Click on this button to access the Menus and Options of MaxSea 

TimeZero.  

2.  Status Bar  : This area provides access to the " Undo/Redo /  " functio ns and displays the 

general status of the software; Gray for regular Navigation Mode, Yellow when MaxSea is 

running in Home Planning mode, and Red when an Alarm is active. The minimize button 

(minus sign) is on the far right of the Status Bar.  

3.  Worspace & Ribbons  : The Ribbons display a series of buttons according to the 

selected window and WorkSpace . When a button has a little yellow down ar row (on the 

bottom right) you can right click on it to access sub -categories.  

4.  NavData  : The NavData displays the data received from external instruments such as the 

GPS, wind sensor, depth sounder etcé It also displays the cursor position and the range and 

bearing of the cursor from the vessel icon. Route information including Course to Steer, Range 

to Waypoint, ETA and other graphic data can also be displayed.  

5.  ship icon  : The Ship Icon displays the  vesselôs position and course from the connected GPS 

data. When an Heading Sensor such as a fluxgate compass is also connected, the heading 

data is used to orient the Ship Icon.  

6.  Chart Scale and distance  : This displays Scale and Range of the chart. When th e 

chart display is Over -zoomed, the scale is displayed in red.  

7.  Compass  : The Compass displays the orientation of the top of the screen in relation to 

North. A simple Click on it allows you to quickly change the orientation by switching between 

available mo des ( North UP and Head Up).  
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8.  Configure tools : This button displays the configuration window providing 

for the addition or removal of icons for the ToolBar and Ribbons. The configuration is 

indepen dent for each Workspace.  

9.  Tools bar  : The ToolBar groups all the tools that can be used with the current WorkSpace. 

Once a Tool is selected, an action with the cursor on the chart is required such as  creating a 

Waypoint, for example. The first button of the ToolBar centers the display on the vessel icon 

on the chart display.  

On the right corner of the status bar you have a button  , MINIMIZE  (minus sign) to reduce 

your MaxSea Software's window.  

Full sc reen  

When MaxSea is not used (no mouse or keyboard activity), the user interface (Tools, WorkSpaces, 

etcé) is automatically hidden after a few seconds to maximize the chart real estate. As soon as you 

move the mouse, the interface will appear again.  

You ca n configure this feature in the options menu.  

 

 Normal Display  

 

Full screen Display  

  

Save UI as  (available by clicking on the MaxSea button) allows you to save your own MaxSea 

Interface (WorkSp aces configuration, NavData selection, etc). To reset the MaxSea interface to your 

default settings, simply open MaxSea by double clicking on the User Configuration file. Note that you 

can make multiple User Configuration files for multiple users or variou s uses of the software.  

   

Workspaces 

MaxSea TimeZero  is designed to perform multiple navigation tasks. These tasks include planning a 

voyage, navigating to that plan, downloading weather information, viewing and controlling the 

NavNet3D Radar (MaxSea Tim eZero Explorer only). These activities require different tools, so MaxSea 

TimeZero has introduced the concept of "WorkSpaces". The WorkSpaces help to simplify the User 

Interface by only showing the tools that are required for a specific task at a specific moment.  

To change WorkSpace, click on the corresponding tab under the Status Bar.  

Note  : The WorkSpaces configuration varies according to the product configuration, the module available, 

and sensors connected.  
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1.  Navigation Work Space:  The Navigation Work Spa ce is selected by default when 

MaxSea Time Zero is started in " Navigation"  mode. This WorkSpace intentionally has limited 

functionality available to simplify operation while underway. To access more advanced 

planning functions such as animation, for exampl e, select the Planning Work Space.  

2.  Planning Work Space:  The Planning Work Space is selected by default when MaxSea 

TimeZero is started in " Home Planning " mode. This WorkSpace provides for the planning of 

routes, the display of weather forecast, animations of tidal height and currents and certain 

weather patterns. The Planning WorkSpace also is used to launch the weather routing if the 

module is enabled.  

3.  Dual Nav  Work Space:  The Dual Navigation Work Space allows you to display two 

Plotter windows side by sid e. This workspace is used to work in a traditional 2D/3D Split 

screen. Each Plotter window can be managed independently. For example, one Plotter could 

be set up in 3D with Satellite Pictures while the second Plotter could display a more traditional 

2D vie w. The Dual Navigation Work Space shares the same configuration settings as the 

Navigation Work Space.  

4.  Updates Work Space :  The Update Workspace is dedicated to requesting and 

downloading Weather Forecast. This Work Space has an "Update Area" tool in the T oolBar 

that allows the definition of the Weather Forecast area. The "Weather Update" button located 

in the Ribbons allows retrieval of the updated file.  

If the Weather Routing function is enabled in MaxSea, a new work space 
will be available:  

Polar  : The polar Work Space provides a graphic display of the polar data. It also allows 

you to edit and modifying the polar data as well as the sailset configuration.  

When MaxSea TimeZero  Explorer  is connecte d to a NavNet3D system two 

additional Work Spaces will be available  

radar Work Space  : The Radar Work Space allows the user to display and control the 

Radar. This Work Space provides all the Radar tools and controls such as Gain, Sea Clutter 

and Rain Clutt er. Note that this Work Space will only appear when the Radar Plus Pack has 

been unlocked and a Radar has been detected.  

Sounder Work Space  :  The Sounder Work Space allows the user to display and 

control the Sounder. This Work Space provides all of the Sou nder controls. Note that this 

Work Space will only appear when the Sounder Plus Pack has been unlocked.  

Tips : The Toolbar and Ribbons can be customized to individual preferences. 

Click on this button available in the ToolBar and Ribbons to display the Con figuration 

Windows.  
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Working with Charts  

MaxSea TimeZero offers a new ultra fast cartographic engine with unparalleled seamlessness and 

speed of zooming. MaxSea TimeZero will always select the best charts as you scroll around and zoom 

in and out. Because s crolling and zooming are so important, MaxSea TimeZero provides you with 

several ways of doing them both using the mouse or keyboard.  

Scrolling the Charts 

Panning Tool    

Left click on the Panning tool (hand) located on the ToolBar and move the cursor over  the chart to the 

center of the screen.  

o Press and hold the left mouse button while moving the cursor to scroll or drag the chart 

around  

o Double -click with the hand tool on a chart point to center automatically on that point  

Note : The panning tool is automat ically selected by default after every action. This feature can be disable 

from the "General" menu.  

Using the keyboard  

The Arrow Keys on the keyboard can also be used to scroll the chart. Holding down an Arrow Key 

moves the displayed chart area in the dire ction of the arrow.  

  

  
 

  

   

  

Note : This method allows retention of the Full Screen mode while scrolling the chart.  

  

Zooming the Charts 

MaxSea TimeZero allows you to seamlessly zoom in or out to the exact magnification level you like 

without steps  or limitations.  

Using the mouse Scroll Wheel  

If the mouse has a wheel, roll the wheel up and down to zoom in and out.  

By default, the chart will be zoomed at the location of the cursor. This can be changed to the center of 

the screen by enabling this opti on in the General Menu.  
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Note : This method is recommended to change chart scale without having to change the active tool.  

Using Zoom tools and buttons    

If the mouse does not have a wheel, use the Zoom In / Zoom Out button or the Zoom Tool.  

Using the Zoom +/ -  Buttons :  

By default, the Zoom In and Zoom Out buttons are available just below the "Center Ship" button in the 

ToolBar. Simply left click on the corresponding button to Zoom In or Zoom Out by fixed increment.  

Note : The Zoom buttons will not change the  current active tool selection, so you can use these buttons 

while making a route or using the Divider tool.  

Using the Zoom Tool:  

The Zoom Tool is hidden by default. Click on the "Configure" button (at the very end of the toolbar) to 

add it to the configur ation.  

The Zoom Tool is very powerful to zoom and pan the chart at the same time (if your mouse has no 

scrolling wheel). Select the tool by clicking on it then move the cursor over the chart:  

¶ Left click to Zoom In on cursor position.  

¶ Right Click to Zoom Ou t on cursor position  

Using the keyboard  

Use the Page Up or Page Down key  to zoom in or out.  

o  "Page up" / = Zoom In on the center of the chart  

o  "Page Down"  0 =Zoom Out on the center of the chart  

Note : This method allows retention of the Full Screen mode whi le zooming.  

Scale value  

The Scale and Range of the chart is displayed on the bottom left of your screen. When the chart 

display is Overzoomed  , the scale is written in red and the chart's display is replaced by "overzoom" 

written.  

Setting Up TDs (hyperboli c Networks)  

MaxSea allows to adjust GPS Lat/Long to Loran TD's according to the nearest station.  

1.  Read more in the related topic  : Setting up the TDs hyperbolics networks from 

"MaxSea | Options| Gen eral".  

2D & 3D Chart Orientation  

MaxSea TimeZero operates in a fully rendered 3D environment. You can switch from the traditional 2D 

view to the impressive 3D perspective at the click of a mouse for a true perspective and wider area of 

view around the ship . 

2D Chart Orientation 



MaxSea TimeZero Recreational v2.0.3  

14  

In 2D mode, the chart can be displayed in North Up or in Head Up.  

Change the 2D chart orientation by using the 2D button available in the Ribbon. A simple left click on 

the 2D button will cycle the various modes (North Up and Head Up ) while a  right click on the button 

will allow you to directly pick and choose a mode.  

 2D  North Up : this mode displays the North at the top of the screen.  

 2D  Head Up:  this mode orients the bow of the vessel to the top of the screen. The chart 

rotates a s the vesselôs bow is always pointed toward the top of the screen. 

Note: The Head Up mode is only available in Navigation Mode (when a valid Heading or Course over 

Ground data is received)  

In Head up mode, pay close attention to the Compass icon (on the bo ttom right). It provides 

information about the direction of the North.  

 

Click on the compass icon and the chart will be displayed in the North Up Mode.  

3D Chart Orientation 

In 3D, the chart can be displayed in North up, Head Up or "Unlimited View".  
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Chang e the 3D chart orientation by using the 3D button available in the Ribbon. A simple left click on 

the 3D button will cycle the various modes while a  right click on the button will allow you to directly 

pick and choose a mode.  

o  3D  North Up : In this mode, t he azimuth is fixed pointing toward the North. The 

pitch or inclination is adjusted by holding the middle click button and moving the mouse. If 

the mouse does not have a middle button, press and hold the Alt key of the keyboard while 

moving the cursor.  

o  3 D  Head up : In this mode, the azimuth is fixed pointing along the current Heading. 

The pitch or inclination is adjusted by holding the middle click button and moving the mouse. 

If the mouse does not have a middle button, press and hold the Alt key of the ke yboard while 

moving the cursor. Note that this mode is only available in Navigation Mode (valid Heading or 

Course over Ground data required)  

o  3D  Unlimited : In this mode, the azimuth and pitch can be freely adjusted  by 

holding the middle click button and m oving the mouse. If the mouse does not have a middle 

button, press and hold the Alt key of the keyboard while moving the cursor.  

o Orientation  : This tool allows moving and changing the chart orientation in the 3D 

unlimited mode.  

Note : 2D and 3D mode will c ancel each other (exclusive)  

To enable the Bathymetry view in 3D, the Depth Shading must be turned ON. Please refer to  

Selecting Chart Types.  

Selecting Chart Types and Overlays 

MaxSeaôs TimeZero powerful graphics engine adds new chart presentation options to the conventional 

method of electronic chart plotting. MaxSea TimeZero can display vector, raster or fishing charts and 

merge them with satellite pictures and depth shading. With 3D charts and our new Satellite 

PhotoFusion, satellite imagery blends with  critical chart data in an easy to understand, useful way that 

greatly enhances situation awareness. These new presentation options aid identifying the exact 

position of the vessel while navigating near land, together with information about the surrounding  

area.  

Auto: automatic chart category that user has chosen as priority ( go to MaxSea " Plotter 

display " options to set the chart priority as vector or raster).  

Vector Charts  :  

right click to roll down the menu and choose the vector chart you wish display or click 

successively on the button to switch between different vector chart format:  

 HOs S - 57 :   Vector Charts from Hydrographic Offices (NOAA, ....)  
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 Jeppesen :   MapMedia mm3d "CMap by Jeppesen "  vector charts format  

 Navionics :  MapMedia mm3d "Datacore by Navionics "  vector charts format  

When a Vector Chart is selected (either "HOs S -57", "Jeppesen" or "Navionics"), the "S -52 Display" 

allows you to choose from Various Preset display configuration s (Base, Standard, Fishing, Others). When 

set to "Custom", use the "S -52 Display" Menu to customize the configuration.  

Refer to the chapter Adjusting Vector Charts Display for more information . 

Rast er Charts :  

 Raster  : click on this button to display Raster  Charts from hydrographic Offices 

(NOAA, SHOM, UKHO,...).  

Fishing Charts :  

Fishing Charts: c lick on this  button to display Fishing  Charts.  

Note that  the Fishing Charts Button is hidden by defaul t. Click on the Configure button to add it to the 

Work Space configuration. The Fishing chart button will be grey out if fishing chart has not been installed.  

When the "Chart Boundaries" option is selected from the Plotter Display menu, Purple boundaries 

outlines are displayed where chart detail is available.  

Satellite Photos :  

 Sat Photo :  click  on this  button to overlay Satellite pictures over the Charts.  

Satellite pictures can now be fused with raster or vector charts by a method called PhotoFusion. 

Land areas are completely opaque, so that these areas are displayed as high - resolution satellite 

photos on the chart. As the depth increases, the satellite photography becomes more 

transparent so that the shallows are displayed along with the chart informati on. As the deeper 

water begins, the photograph disappears leaving the raster or vector chart.  

High - resolution satellite photography aids in seabed classification enabling easier identification of 

sand, rock, coral or other obstructions.  

Note : PhotoFusion i s only displayed where 3D Bathymetry data is available. If no 3D data is available for a 

particular area, the Satellite pictures can be manually adjusted from the Plotter Display Options menu.  

When the "Chart Boundaries" option is selected from the Plotte r Display menu, Green boundaries 

outlines are displayed where Satellite picture  is available  

The chart properties   

Source, issue date, etcécan be displayed by right clicking on the chart and selecting ñChart 

Properties ò:  
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Depth Shading :  

 Depth Shading :  click on this button to overlay Depth Shading over the Charts. 

The Depth Shading is only available where 3D Bathymetry data is available.  

A depth color scale can be applied on vector, raster or fishing charts. This unique feature allows 

you to view water d epths at -a-glance with vibrant colors. The transparency levels can be adjusted 

from the Plotter Display options menu so that the chart data is visible beneath the color shading.  

By default the color scale is set automatically (MaxSea TimeZero scans for the  deepest and 

shallowest point on the screen and automatically adjust the upper and lower boundary). You can 

disable the Automatic mode by clicking on "Auto".  

Three Depth Shading modes are available, click on Auto in the depth scale to switch from one to 

th e other:  Auto or Manual or Discrete. The "Discrete Color Depth" option allows user to set his 

own Depth color palette  range (read more in  MaxSea Plotter Display options menu ).  

 

In Manual mode, y ou can adjust the lower and upper boundary by moving the cursor over one of 

the depth values and using the mouse wheel to change it. You can also double click on one of the 

depth value to open the Menu where you can input the numerical value using a keyboa rd.  

 

If you put the cursor over the color scale and use the mouse wheel (in manual mode), it will change 

both the upper and lower boundary at the same time (span).  

To enable the Bathymetry view in 3D, the Depth Shading must be turned ON. Depth shading 

t ransparency and color shade can be adjusted under the Plotter Display Options menu.  
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Geographic Grid :  

  Select Grid : click on this  button to display the geographical grid on chart.  

Adjusting Vector Charts Display 

Unlike Raster charts, Vector charts can pr ovide control over the level of displayed information. Vector 

charts are made up of individual objects and data layers such as navigations aids, spot soundings and 

land features that can be displayed or hidden. These adjustments are made from the Vector Chart  

and S- 52 Display  Option menu.  

Vector Chart Menu:  

"Chart object Size" is a slider that allows the user to change the size of the vector  

Charts depth Sounding and Objects (Buoys, Wrecks, Obstructions, etc...)  

"Chart Color Palette"  allows the user to change the colors (or "theme") of the Charts.  

"Chart Symbol"   allows the user to change the  buoys icons to either the "S52" or 

"International " representation.  

The Shallow/Safety/Deep Contour  parameters are used to color the various depth 

area of the Vector Chart. The transition between colors are based upon the depth contour 

lines of the vector chart. If no contour line (corresponding to the ex act value you 

selected) is available on the vector charts, the color transition will happen at the next 

(deeper) contour line available.  

In addition to these screen rendering parameters, the Vector Chart Menu allows you to 

turn ON or OFF the display of spe cific object (such as Buoys Name or Light Description).  

S- 52 Display Menu:  

This menu allows fine tuning of the vector charts objects that are displayed on the 

screen.  

The S52 Vector Chart Display Mode  provides quick access to five different levels of 

detai l for vector charts :  

¶ "base" shows the minimum set of objects necessary for planning.  

¶ "standard" adds other objects that are necessary for safe navigation  

¶ "Other"  

¶ "Fishing"  

¶ "Custom" uses the settings defined under the S- 52 Custom  menu (checked 

boxes)  

Note :  The "Base", "Standard", "Other" and "Fishing" preset are based upon the official S52 rules  



 

19  

Routes & Waypoints  

Route Introduction 

MaxSea TimeZero allows for the creation of an unlimited number of routes, with only one activated at 

a time. An active route is displayed in red and has special priority in the navigation system. An route is 

activated, the first Waypoint becomes active (surrounded in yellow) and the leg to reach that Waypoint 

displays the Cross Track Alarm (red and green dashed lines).  

On the pi cture below, the route on the left is activated (the route on the right in a Planning Route):  

 

1.   

Mark and Route tools 

MaxSea TimeZero includes several tools to add routes and marks:  

 Mark  tool: to create a  Mark on the chart.  

  Route  tool: to build a plan ning route on the chart.  

 Go To  tool: to create an quick active Waypoint by clicking anywhere on the chart. This tool 

can also be used to activate a planning route by clicking on it.  
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Note : MaxSea TimeZero allows for the creation of an unlimited number of routes, but only one route can 

be activated at a time. An active route displays in red and has a special priority in the navigation system. 

When a route is activated, the first Waypoint also becomes active and is surrounded in yellow.  

  

Show/Hide Routes and Marks 

Marks and Routes can be hidden or displayed using the corresponding layer buttons located in the 

ribbon. Please note that these buttons are hidden by default. To display these buttons in the ribbon, 

click on the "Configure" button; and then, add th em to the list of available buttons.  

 Click to show or hide all marks  

 Click to show or hide all planning routes. Note that the Active Route will always be displayed.  

Note : If the Routes or Marks are hidden, they are automatically displayed when a Mark o r Route is 

created.  

  

Creating a route 

When creating or editing a route, it is recommended to use the Planning WorkSpace. This 

WorkSpace allows you to access advanced features such as displaying advanced route details 

or making simulations and animations.  

To create a new planning route  :  

1.  Click on the Route Tool located in the ToolBar   

2.  Place the cursor at t he starting point and click on the chart; This sets the location of the first 

Waypoint  

3.  Move the cursor to the next desired destination and click on the chart. Continue with this 

procedure to add additional Waypoint  

4.  When all of the desired Waypoints are add ed, right click to create the last Waypoint and 

choose "End Route" or press the Esc key on the Keyboard. Alternatively, double click at the 

creation of the last Waypoint.  

While in route creation mode, the mouse cursor will display a small plus sign to indi cate that a 

Waypoint will be added when the mouse is clicked. After the creation of the first Waypoint, a dashed 

line will be drawn between the last Waypoint and the cursor. This line represents the leg - line that is 

about to be created. In addition, the di stance and bearing of the leg - line from the previous Waypoint is 

also displayed near the mouse cursor.  

../../WaypointsRoutes/javascript:textpopup(this)
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While creating a route the chart will moves automatically to follow the route. To move the chart 

manually, hold the mouse button down and move the curs or to the edge of the screen where you want 

the chart to scroll to.  The arrow keys on the keyboard can also be used to scroll the chart while 

building a route.  

When clicking on an existing Waypoint or Mark or Photo while creating a route, the route will us e that 

Waypoint or Mark instead of creating a new Waypoint sharing it with any other routes that might be 

using it, too. Moving, deleting, and changing a shared Waypoint or Mark will affect all of the routes 

that share it.  

Right click in the selected route  and select " FlyOver " under the menu  to move and follow the route 

on the chart.  

Great Circle Route: 

MaxSea TimeZero is capable of displaying great circle or rhumb line routes. The great -circle route is 

the shortest path between two points on a sphere, lik e the Earth. A rhumb line route crosses all 

meridians of longitude at the same angle. Since the charts displayed by MaxSea Time Zero are 

Mercator projections, rhumb line routes appear as straight lines and great -circle routes appear as 

curved lines.  

When t he "Great Circle Navigation" option is enabled, MaxSea TimeZero divides the route into shorter 

rhumb line segments that follow the great circle path. You can adjust the minimal distance at which 

MaxSea will start to divide the route into shorter rhumb line  segments  in the "Marks & routes" option 

of MaxSea's menu. The length of the segments themselves is fixed at 150 NM.  

Editing Routes 

Most of the advanced route editing operations can be performed by right clicking directly on any leg of 

a route and selectin g the appropriate option from the drop -down menu. To move a Waypoint, place the 

cursor on top of it, then click and drag the Waypoint to the new location.  

MaxSea TimeZero offers a very powerful unlimited Undo/Redo function. Every editing operation can be 

Undone or Redone multiple times by clicking the arrows in the status bar:  . The 

corresponding keyboard shortcuts (CTRL -Z, CTRL -Y) can also be used.  

Extend a Route  

To add Waypoints to the end of the route, Right Click on any leg of the route and choose "Ext end 

Route". MaxSea TimeZero will automatically center the display on the last Waypoint and enter into 

Route Building mode.  

Insert Waypoint  

To insert a new Waypoint in the middle of a route, to avoid an obstacle, for example, Right Click on 

any leg of the r oute and choose "Insert Waypoint". Move the cursor to the new position desired to 

insert the Waypoint, and then, left click.  
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Reverse Route  

To reverse the direction of a route, click on any leg of the route, and then, choose "Reverse Route".  

Delete Rou te  

To delete a Route, Right Click on any leg of the route and choose "Delete Route".  

Note: An Active Route cannot be deleted; it must be deactivated first by selecting "cancel Navigation".  

Split Route  

To split a route into two parts, Right Click on any leg  of the route; and then, choose "Split Route". This 

will turn the route into two routes by removing the leg - line that was right clicked on.  

"Fork" Route  

A route can be "forked" from any Waypoint. Simply right click on the Waypoint you want to fork the 

new route from and choose "Fork Route".  

Rename  Route  

To rename a Route, Right Click on any leg of the route and choose " Rename Route ".  

Lock and Unlock Route  

Right click anywhere on a leg or a Waypoint and choose " Lock Route " (or " Lock Waypoint " to 

lock a rout e or Waypoint. When a route or Waypoint is locked, you will not be able to move it or delete 

it (a dialog box will appear if you try to erase an object which is locked). Use the same process to 

unlock a Route or a Waypoint.  

Routes Detail 

The Route Detail d isplays the selected planning route in a tabular format together with information 

about the route as a whole. The Route Detail can also be used to calculate an ETA for each Waypoint 

along the route.  

Note that the Route Detail is only available in the Plann ing WorkSpace.   

The route's name and number of waypoints are written in the table title of the Route Detail.  

Open the Route Details  

To open the Route Detail, select the Planning WorkSpace, right click on a leg - line of the route you want 

to see and then sel ect "Show Route Detail".  

Double -clicking on any leg - line of the route will also display the detail.  

Note: If the lists are already open, click on the "Route Detail" button on the left panel to display it.  

Close the Route Details  

To close the Route Detail, Click the X  button on the right side of the top of the route detail list or click 

on the Lists button located in the Ribbon.  

Using Route Details  
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The top part of the Route Detail displays user configuration options about to  Start the route at the 

Boat Locat ion,  to set the Date of departure or click  Now to come back at the actual date or the 

Date of Arrival.   

The time of departure can be selected at the actual time or another selected date. When a time of 

departure is selected, MaxSea will calculate the ETA (Estimated Time of Arrival) according to the 

parameters available in the table (speed, current,...).  

 

MaxSea TimeZero also allows a date of arrival instead of date of departure to be set. This is useful 

when you need to arrive at a specific time (because o f tidal currents for example). In this case, 

MaxSea TimeZero will calculate the time of departure.  

The information appearing in Bold in the table can be edited by double clicking on the cell to be edited. 

After changing the value, press the Enter key, or c lick outside the value to accept the new value, or 

press the Esc key to cancel the change.  

Values that can be changed include: the Waypoint name, the intended speed and the routing option 

(only available with the Sailing Routing module). The other values a re calculated by MaxSea TimeZero, 

so cannot be changed directly.  

¶ Leg To: Sequence number of the Waypoint. Each line of the list give you information about 

the leg allowing you to reach a specific Waypoint. The "Leg To" is the number of that 

Waypoint.  

¶ COG: Direction of the route leg.  

¶ Speed: Intended speed of the boat (this value can be edited individually for each leg.) You 

can set this value for each leg or use the Action menu.  

¶ SOG: Speed over Ground being calculated based upon the surface Speed  

¶ CTS: Course  to Steer. This value can be different from the COG if currents are available.  

¶ Routing: The constraint that will be use when performing a Weather Routing over the route 

(only available with the Sailing Routing module)  

¶ TTG:  The time to navigate on the leg  

¶ ETA: The Estimated Date of Arrival to that Waypoint  

The  Route Details "Action"  menu provides quick access to main functions and parameters. It can be 

found on the right side title bar of the list. It includes the following options:  

¶ Activate Route : To activ ate the planning route and start navigating Note that 

this option is not available when MaxSea is started in Home Planning mode  

¶ Reverse Route : To reverse the direction of the planning route.  

¶ Set Speed of all legs : To adjust the intended speed for all the l egs of the 

planning route.  

¶ Optimized Departure Date : Take  the departure date of the route (or the ETA 

at first waypoint if the arrival date is selected instead) and iterate 12H before 

and after to find the best time (minimum total TTG). Set automatically the 

departure date to the corresponding value (switch automatically from arrival 

date to departure date if arrival date was selected).  

 

Note:  If during the iteration some legs are invalid and appear in red color, for 

example currents too strong would caus e a leg to be displayed in red. A 

message warns you that "Currents are too strong to complete this route". As 

same a message warns you when  no current is available along the selected 

route.  

¶ Arrive at High Tide:  Look at the tide nearest to the last point a nd set 

automatically the arrival date to high tide ( - /+12h from current arrival date). If 
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"departure Date" was selected, switch automatically to "Arrival Date" with 

corresponding value.  

 

Note:  If no tide station available near destination  a message warns  you that 

No tidal stations were found near this route's arrival point.  

¶ Configure List:  To add or remove columns of the Route Detail table  

¶ Copy list to clipboard : To copy the list information as displayed on your 

screen. You can paste this information in a  text editor or Excel for further 

editing  

¶ Export list in text file format:  To export the list information as displayed on 

your screen. Each field are separated by a Tab.   

Tip:  Double click on a non -editable cell (for example the "Leg To" cell) to center th e chart on the 

selected Waypoint.  

Note : When the Route is activated, the line corresponding to the active Waypoint becomes red and 

waypoints that were passed become gray.  

Route Simulation  

When a line of the Route Detail list is selected, the virtual time w ill change to match the ETA at the 

selected Waypoint and a virtual boat (blue icon) will appear. This function is very useful when Weather 

Data or Tidal information is displayed because they will automatically adjust to the predicted time.  

To select a spec ific row (or line) of the Route Detail, click inside the first grey column in front of the 

specific line:  

Play and replay the route simulation from using VCR tools or from moving the cursor 

along the time line and the blue boat will move along the route.  

Click on the Route mode  in the time bar to adjust the date and playback speed automatically 

of the animation according to the selected route.  
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The chart will automatically center on that Waypoint and the Virtual Time Control will automatically 

adjust t he Chart Time to that ETA. The Tides Gauges, Currents arrows and Weather (if displayed on 

the chart) will automatically refresh to display the conditions at that waypoint.  

As soon as you adjust the Departure (or Arrival) date and you change the speed (eith er the speed of 

all legs or the speed of each leg individually), MaxSea will compute the simulation with the new 

parameters taking into account the currents (if available).  

By default, MaxSea TimeZero uses the current which is closest to the middle of the leg (surrounded in 

red below). If you want to assign another current station for a specific leg, right click on the leg, select 

"Assign Tidal Current" then click on the new current stations. Currents that have been assigned 

manually to a leg will not displ ay "Auto" in the Tidal Current name column.  

To determine the best time of departure (or arrival):  

¶ Select either the departure time or the arrival time close to your intended departure 

or arrival  

¶ Scroll at the very end of the Route Detail and look at the "T otal TTG" of the last line  

¶ Change the departure or arrival minutes or hours in the direction that will minimize 

the Total Time To Go value  

¶ Continue until the Time To Go value just begin to increase (this means that you are 

very close from the best departur e or arrival time)  

Note:  The Route Simulation is not the same thing as the route optimization (Weather Routing). When 

using the route simulation, the user fixes the route path then adjust some parameters. The route 

optimization (Weather Routing) automatica lly computes and creates the best route possible according to 

the Weather and the performance of the boat ("Polars")  

Navigating a Route 

Activating a Route 

Once a route is created and checked for obstacles and other hazards, the route can be activated for 

navigation. This section describes the process and tools MaxSea TimeZero provides to do this.  

Note: MaxSea TimeZero needs to be started in "Navigation" mode with a valid GPS fix for the route 

activation to be available.  

First, select the Navigation work spa ce. Right click on the desired route to navigate; then choose 

"Activate Route". A route can also be activated by right clicking on a Waypoint and choosing "Activate 

Route from this Point". This automatically skips all previous Waypoints from activation.  

The "Go To" tool may also be used to activate a specific route:  Select this tool from the 

ToolBar and click on the route to activate for navigation. If a Waypoint is clicked on, this will activate 

the route from this point and automatically skips all the pr evious Waypoints.  

When a Route is activated:  
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o The Active Route is displayed in red  

o The Active Leg is drawn with dashed lines  

o The Active Waypoint  is surrounded in yellow  

o When the "Display XTE Alarm lines" o ption is checked from the "Marks and Routes" menu, the 

Cross Track Limit Area appears delimited with two colored dashed lines: green on the 

starboard of the Ship icon, red on the port of the Ship icon. This value can be adjusted from 

the "Alarms" options m enu ("XTE Alarm Value").  

o The Active Route information such as Bearing  , distance to next Waypoint, ETA,  etc ... are 

displayed in the NavData.  

o The Waypoint Arrival Circle is drawn with a red dashed line.  

o The Active Waypoint Distance and Bearing information are transmitted to the Pilot,if 

connected.  

If the cross - track -error gets large enough to start causing alerts, right click on the route or on the boat 

and choose "Restart", to realign the intended course and head directly to the active Waypoint without 

reverting to the original course. MaxSea TimeZero then resets the intended track from the current 

location  to the active Waypoint.  

If the vessel is off course (after avoiding an obstacle for example), ), the next Waypoint can be 

activated by right clicking on the active Waypoint and select the "Skip Waypoint" function.  

Quick Go To (Instant Active Waypoint)   

To create an instant "Go To" Waypoint:  

With the "Go To" Tool:  

¶ Select the Go To  tool    from the tool bar.  

¶ Click on the intended destination within the chart or on an existing Waypoint  

Using the Right Click Contextual menu:  

../../WaypointsRoutes/javascript:textpopup(this)
../../WaypointsRoutes/javascript:textpopup(this)
../../WaypointsRoutes/javascript:textpopup(this)
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¶ Right Click on the chart on the i ntended destination  

¶ Select "Go To"  

This will create an Instant Active Waypoint for navigation.  

Tips  : If you want to create an Instant Active Waypoint using coordinates, double click on the "Go To" 

tool. This will display a window where you can enter the c oordinate  

Note : Any Instant Active Waypoint created with the Go To tool will be erased when the Active Route is 

canceled. To save the destination drop a Mark using the Mark Tool onto the Active Instant Waypoint.  

Waypoint Switching Mode 

Upon arrival at a Wa ypoint, an audible alarm is sound if enabled, the bearing to the next to the next 

Waypoint is displayed. Waypoint arrival parameters are determined by the "Waypoint Switching Mode" 

selected:  

CIRCLE:  

 

In this mode, the next Waypoint is automatically switch ed when your boat icon enters the active 

Waypoint's arrival circle.  

CROSS LINE:  

 

In this mode, the next Waypoint is automatically switched when your boat crosses the line through the 

Waypoint that is perpendicular to the leg line.  
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CIRCLE AND CROSS LIN E :  

This is the default selection. In this mode, the next Waypoint is automatically switched when the boat 

enters the active Waypoint's arrival circle or crosses the line through the Waypoint that is 

perpendicular to the leg line.  

The "Waypoint Switching Mode"  parameters are changed from the "Routes and Waypoints" menu.  

Note: Upon arrival at the last Waypoint of the route, it will deactivate automatically.  

Cancelling the Active Route 

To deactivate or stop the navigation, right click on the Route and Choose "Can cel Route"  

When a Route is deactivated, it reverts to a Planning Route.  

Note : An Active Route is automatically cancelled when reaching the last Waypoint of the route.  

Route List 

All Routes are displayed in the Routes List.  

To access it, click on the "Lists " button    available in the Planning Workspace.  

The lists window appears at the bottom of the screen.  

Click on the "Route List" button on the left Panel to display the routes list.  

Click on a line to select the route and center it on the screen.  

A double -click a line will display the  Route Detail  of the corresponding Route  

The information displayed in the table can be customized by clicking on "Action" (on the right of the 

List Title Bar) and cho osing "Configure List".  

This information can be exported in a file text format or copied to clipboard by clicking on the 

corresponding item under the "Action" menu.  

Note : The fields in the text file are delimited using Tabs. It is recommended to use Window s Excel to open 

the file (for proper formatting).  

Bearing & Distance 

 MaxSea provides the Divider Tool  to show bearings and distances. This tool offers 

multiple option:  

1.  Bearing and distance between two points  

To display the bearing and distance between tw o points, click the divider tool and 

place the cursor on the first point, click then drag the mouse over the second point 

(then release the mouse button):  
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Note : You can also click twice instead of clicking and dragging (click once with the divider tool s elected, 

move the cursor then click a second time)  

2.  Multiple Bearing and distance from own ship position  

Double click with the Divider tool  on one or several points on the chart to 

display the Bearing and Distance from the ship.  

 

Note : As the boat moves, t he Bearing and Distance value will be updated in real time.  

3.  Manipulating divider lines drawn on chart  

¶ Double click on the Divider tool in the Toolbar to erase all the divider lines 

from the chart.  
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¶ Right Click on a Divider line to erase the selected or all divider lines  

¶ To move a divider anchor point, simply select it then drag it to another 

location.  

Importing & Exporting Marks and Routes  

The "Import/Export" option is available under the MaxSea Button and will allow you to Import or 

Export navigation object s to a file.  

MaxSea TimeZero can Export or Import information in various formats:  

¶ Time Zero Data (TZD files): this format is used to exchange data in between 

TimeZero users. This format guaranties the full integrity of the data (it supports Route, 

Marks, T racks & Objects)  

 

Note: Routes and Marks can now be imported/exported by using the iTunes file 

exchange feature under .TZD format. This allows the user to exchange data between 

ALL TimeZero systems (Apps, NavNet TZTouch system and TimeZero software from  

ve rsion 2 )  

¶ GPX  (GPS eXchange Format) is an XML format designed for describing GPS data 

between software applications. This is the native format used by MaxSea TimeZero  

¶ KML  or Keyhole Markup Language is an XML -based language format for expressing 

geographic a nnotation and visualization on existing or future Web application such as 

Google Earth  

¶ CSV  or Comma separated values is a text format structured in a table of lists form. The 

CSV format used by MaxSea TimeZero was designed to be directly compatible with 

NavNet3D.  

¶  

¶ ONF -  Nobeltec  personal data files from Nobeltec VNS and Admiral software previous 

version (marks, circles, lines, areas, routes and tracks).  

¶ P- Sea WindPlot  files from which Marks and tracks can be imported  

Import 3D data:  

XYZ -  PBG MaxSea v12 exp ort  text files containing geo localized depth data from 

Maxsea previous version v9 and v12. (unencrypted format basic and extended format only)  

PTZ -  MaxSea v12  PBG database the 3D Vector Charts points contained in the PTZ file will 

not be imported. The s ame data can be found in the mm3d Chart data (dbt file)  

Olex Depth Database Export these files contain the user 3D data generated from olex 

software.  

BTH -  Nobeltec  , files which contain the user generated 3D bathy data from Nobeltec 

Software.  

Importer des  images:  

JPEG : Personal photos can be imported and geo localized on the chart in MaxSea, if you 

have a digital camera that has an embedded GPS and can geo tag the photos (as the 

Iphone for example), if you have a digital camera correctly setup with Date/Ti me and a 

matching Track or Logbook information in MaxSea.  

Note that Photos which don't meet one of these condition will be rejected.  

Note : Only the GPX format will transfer Data with complete integrity. When other formats are used, some 

information might b e lost during the transfer.  
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To Import or Export data, click on the MaxSea menu button  , 

then select the Import/Export  option  

Activate Search and Rescue Function (SAR) 

The Search And Rescue (SAR) is the search for and provision of aid to people who are i n distress or 

imminent danger.  

Different Tools in MaxSea are available to easily plot a SAR Route depending on the type of find:  

Right -Click on the Route tool and choose the tool appropriate for the search :  

SAR Star,   

SAR Snail,  

SAR Sector and  

SAR Survey . 

Left -Click anywhere on the chart a mark (or the MOB symbol), release the mouse -click, drag and move 

the cursor on the chart to drawn the corresponding SAR route in a wished direction. The route is 

simultaneously updated while dragging the cursor on the c hart.  

All standard parameters that were defined by default in the "Route options" tab  are automatically 

applied when creating a SAR route.  

Only the interval value for auto routing density can be modified manually by entering a value or by 

choosing value i n a referenced table.  

Refer to the related Route Options topic for how to configure the  SAR_Interval  

The route will be drawn on the chart as shown in the example below:  
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Note that once the SAR ro ute is created, the user will be able to edit and modify the route as he does 

for a classic route.  (Refer to the related topic for Editing Routes ).  
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Ship & Track  

Ship Icon 

When MaxSea TimeZero is st arted in Navigation mode and is receiving a valid position, a boat icon is 

displayed on the chart:  

 

Note:  If the icon does not appear on the chart, click on the "Center On" button in the ToolBar to center the 

charts on own ship position  

The icon in red re presents the boat and indicates its position and heading (or course if heading data is 

not available).  

Note : If the position source is lost the Ship icon is displayed in black at the last known position value and 

the GPS alarm is triggered  

Icon Size and po sition on chart  

The size of the icon can be selected from the "Install"of the Options menu ("Size of Static Icon").  

When sufficiently zoomed in on the chart, the ship icon will be displayed in real size according to the 

scale of the chart and the "Boat Len gth" parameter.  

When the Plotter is displayed in 3D, a three dimensional model of the vessel icon is displayed. The 

model can be customized from the same menu ("Boat Icon").  

Course & heading Vector  

The Heading and/or Course vector can be displayed. To do s o, right click on the Ship Icon and enable 

or disable the corresponding option.  

The COG vector (displayed in red dashes) is calculated by the GPS and indicates the direction of 

movement relative to a ground position. The length of the COG vector varies acc ording to the speed of 

the boat and can be configured to show the predicted position in a specified amount of time. This 

setting is available in the "Ship and Track" Options menu.  

The Heading Line (displayed as a green line) is sent by an Electronic Compas s and shows the direction 

of the bow of boat.   
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Display Parameters  

Right click on the Around Me button in the ribbon to access the Display Parameters  

1.  COG/SOG predictor  : to turn on or off the COG vector (red dashed line)  

2.  Heading Line :  to turn on or off   the Heading line  (green line)  

3.  Show Max Range On Route : to turn on or off the display of the estimated 

maximum fuel range overlay on a Route line.  
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Estimated maximum fuel range can be displayed either on the active route or the planning route.  

4.  Show V essel Fuel Range Ring : to turn on or off the display of the estimated 

maximum fuel range ring (a range ring centered around the vessel)  

 

Note : Both Fuel buttons options will be available if Fuel tank levels and fuel flow information come from 

NMEA2000 sen sors (or J1939 sensors that are converted to NMEA2000 data streams)  
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5.  Laylines : to turn on or off the Laylines. This button is only available with the 

Routing Module. ( Read more  in the Laylines rel ated topic)  

6.  Camera:  to turn on or off  the FLIR Camera Field of View. This button is only 

available with MaxSea TimeZero Explorer when a FLIR M -Series Camera is properly configured 

 (Read more  in the FLIR  Camera Advanced functions related topic))  

Note : You can also right click on the Own Ship icon to turn ON or OFF the COG Vector and Heading Line.  

Get more information from always displaying NavData:  

 

GPS Status Navdata gives 3 useful information about the  GPS Status:  

1.  if the GPS connection is OK or lost  

2.  its  signal reception accuracy  

3.  how many satellites are detected.  

 

 Fuel Tank Level Indication in percentage  

  

  

Centering on the Boat 

Click on the "Center On" button in the ToolBar to center the charts on own ship position:    

Relative Motion Circle 
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When your boat is on the screen and the chart is scrolled or zoomed, a red circle appears in the middle 

of the screen. This is the "Relative Motion Circle", a new and intuitive way to control the Relative/True  

motion as well as the Shift and Look ahead mode.  

When the Ship icon is inside the Relative Motion Circle, the chart will scroll on the screen and the Ship 

icon will always stay at the same relative position inside the circle (Relative motion mode). When t he 

Ship icon is outside the Relative Motion Circle, the screen will not scroll (True motion mode).  

To shift the position of the relative motion mode, scroll the charts using the Panning Tool or the 

Keyboard arrows until the Ship icon is at the desired loca tion on the screen, making sure to keep the 

Ship icon inside the Relative Motion Circle.  

Track 

Enabling / Disabling Track Recording  

To enable or disable the track recording, click on the "Track" Button in the ToolBar  

When the track is being recorded, the " Track" Button turns yellow.  

The active track is displayed on chart as a line behind the boat icon indicating the actual track of the 

vessel through the water. At the same time the active track is automatically stored in the Tracks 

database. Right click on the Track button to change the color before tracking on.  

The track is displayed or hidden by clicking on the " Track " Ribbon Button:   

  

Display the Track list  

To display the list of all the tracks, select the "Lists" button in  the "Planning" Work Space R ibbon and 

click on "Track List":  
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To select and  center a track on the Chart, click on the first column in the list that corresponding to the 

track you want to display.  

Convert a track into a route  

Right Click on a track (either on the Chart or from the Tra ck list) and select "Follow Track ". The route 

will follow the track direction.  

Note : If you right click on the track being recorded (the "Active Track"), select " Track Back " to convert 

the Track into a Route and automatically reverse it.  

¶ Visible uncheck th is option to hide  

¶ Assign Track Layer  

if you want to change the color track, to switch from Depth Range to Speed of the ship when the track 

color variable option has been chosen  

Several options can be checked before activating the Track Under the 
"Ship & track" options  

Recall Track  

The " Recall Track " is a powerful feature that enables to display historic track at a specified date 

and time. Select this option by right clicking on the "Track" Ribbon Bu tton and click on the calendar 

icon. This will open a dialog box prompting for the following parameters:  

¶ Time and Date: Select the desired time and date to see the Historic Track around  

¶ Start Date : Select the time for the Historic Track to start. Note this  time is relative from the 

date and time selected above  

¶ End Date : Select the desired time for the Historic Track to end. Note this time is relative 

from the date and time selected above  

The days that appear in bold in the calendar indicate days that contai n track information. Additionally, 

the calendar window background turns yellow if the selection contains any track information. Note that 

the chart will automatically scroll and zoom in real time to preview the location and length of the track 

(making it e asy to fine tuning the parameters).  

After clicking ñOKò, the Historic Track is displayed on the chart in the same color and thickness as the 

Active Track.  

The Historic Track is very useful to recall a specific passage of a trip. If used with the logbook, t he 

Historic Track can be displayed with the logbook events by opening and selecting the logbook table.  

Note : To reset the track database, click on "Delete All Track" from the "Ship and Track" menu.  

  

Man Over Board 

The "Man Over Board" button is hidden by default. To make it available in the Toolbar, click on the 

"Configure" button and add it to the Workspace configuration.  

Double -click on the MOB  button to activate the MOB function.  

When the MOB is activated:  
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1.  An Instant Waypoint is created at the current ship position and the Route is activated  

2.  The Navigation Work space is automatically selected  

3.  The chart is automatically zoomed and centered on the MOB location  

4.  The MOB alarm is activated in the status bar.  

Note : When a MOB is triggered, the Waypoint Switch ing parameters are disabled and the MOB Waypoint 

remains active until manually cancelled  

To return to Normal Mode  

Cancel the MOB  by double -clicking on the Go To Tool or choosing " Cancel Route " from the right -

click menu.  

Note : Simple Clicking on the MOB but ton will create a Waypoint at the current location (event)  
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Weather Forecast  

Weather Forecast 

When starting MaxSea for the first time, an empty folder called WEATHER  is created under 

MyMaxSea  in " My documents "  on your computer .  

  

WEATHER INFORMATION WARN ING : The weather information is 
subject to service interruptions and may contain errors or inaccuracies, 

and consequently should not be relied upon exclusively. The service is 

provided ñas isò. You are urged to check alternate weather information 

sources p rior to making safety related decisions. You acknowledge and 

agree that you shall be solely responsible for use of the information and all 
decision taken in respect thereto. By using this service, you release and 

waive any claim against MaxSea Internationa l S.A.S. with regards to this 

service.  

  

Requesting a Weather file 

In order to be able to request a weather file, you have to register your 

copy of MaxSea at www.maxsea.com . 

You can request a Weather file from the "Update" WorkSpace. This WorkSpace offers dedicated 

buttons and tools that allows you to d efine an area and request a weather file. If you have a direct 

Internet connection, the Weather file can be downloaded directly from MaxSea. If you are using a 

Satellite Phone or low -bandwith connection, you can request the file by E -mail.  

To request a wea ther file:  

1.  Select the "Update" workspace then pan and zoom the chart to display roughly the area 

where you want to receive a weather forecast  

2.  Select the     Update Area  Tool from the ToolBar  

3.  Click and drag the cursor on chart to draw an area  

4.  Click Weather  Update  button in the Ribbon to launch the Wizard that will help 

you to configure and retrieve your weather file.  

5.  Follow the on screen instructions to select the type of area (Worldwide or USA when the 

coverage area is located in the USA),  the type of da ta you want to receive and the forecast 

length.  

Note : Selecting "Accurate Data" will generate a weather file with the best grid accuracy available. 

Selecting "Normal Data" will generate a weather file with a lower grid accuracy reducing its file 

size (and download time)  

http://www.maxsea.fr/timezero/MyMaxSea/ClubMyMaxSea/tabid/111/ctl/Login/language/en-US/Default.aspx?returnurl=/timezero/MyMaxSea/ClubMyMaxSea/tabid/111/language/en-US/Default.aspx
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6.  When you choose to retrieve the Weather file by e -mail or when subscribing to a request, you 

can select the type of compression used. Some e -mail providers will only allow to transfer 

attachment file that are compressed or have a specific ex tension.  

¶ No Compression: No compression will be used and the plain GRIB file (.grb) will be 

sent  

¶ ZIP Compression: A ZIP compression will be used  

¶ BZ2" A BZ2 compression will be used  

7.  When you choose to subscribe to a request, e -mails with an updated weather file will be sent 

automatically on a specific schedule that you can define. To cancel a subscription before the 

scheduled ending, log in to "My MaxSea" on www.maxsea.com.  

Note : When subscribing, the parameters used to create the request will be used for ev ery weather file. To 

cancel a subscription before its schedule ending, you can log on to My MaxSea  and click on " Weather ".  

Tips : When requ esting a Weather File by e -mail or when subscribing to a request, MaxSea will use the 

default e -mail client. To change the default e -mail client of the computer, open Internet Explorer, 

select the TOOLS menu, INTERNET OPTIONS, PROGRAMS.  

Opening a weather file 

When you download a Weather File from the Update WorkSpace, MaxSea automatically opens the file 

and display it on the screen.  

When receiving the GRIB file by e -mail or from a third party provider, you need to open the GRIB file 

in MaxSea  

Open a GRIB fi le from MaxSea  

¶ Click on the MaxSea Button and select "Open Weather File"  

¶ Browse and select the GRIB file then click on "Open"  

Open a GRIB file from the E - mail Client  

When receiving the weather file by e -mail, you can directly open the attachment and load it in 

MaxSea by  double clicking on it.  

Note : The weather files that are automatically downloaded from the "Update" WorkSpace are stored in the 

"Weather" folder located in "My MaxSea"  

Viewing Weather Data 

Displaying Weather Overlay on the Charts.  

Select th e "Planning" WorkSpace to access the full weather functions.  

Click Use the Weather  Layer Buttons  in the Ribbon to show/hide various weather data:  

Weather as Arrows:   

Click Weather as arrows to roll down the menu and choose and Click on this button to Sho w / Hide 

selected weather data as arrows (feather for wind and Arrow for Oceanic Current and Waves). Right 

click to select the data you want to appear on the chart (between Wind, Waves and Oceanic Currents)  

http://www.maxsea.fr/timezero/MyMaxSea/ClubMyMaxSea/tabid/111/language/en-US/Default.aspx
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 to show/hide Wind Direction and speed.  

 to sho w /hide the Oceanic Currents  

 to show/hide the Waves height and Direction  

Weather in Lines  

This mode is exclusive: only one type of weather data can be displayed in contour lines at the same 

time.  

Left Click to display or hide the selected forecast data u sing isolines.  

Right Click to select the data which appear on the chart:  

1.  Pressure  

2.  500mb Pressure  

Weather in Color  

This mode is exclusive, only one type of data can be displayed at same time.  

Left Click to display or hide available selected forecast data in color.  

Right click to select the data you want to appear on the chart:  

1.  Air Temperature  

2.  Cloud  

3.  Rain Snow  

4.  Wind   

5.  Surface Pressure,  
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6.  500mb pressure.  

7.  Waves,  

8.  Current,  

9.  Sea Surface Temperature  (only available with MaxSea TimeZero 

Explorer),  

10.  Altimetry or  Sea Height Anomalies  (only available with MaxSea 

TimeZero Explorer),  

11.  Sea Color or Biomass density  (only available with MaxSea TimeZero 

Explorer)  

A color scale is available at the bottom left of the screen when a Weather Layer is displayed in color.  

Note :  When a specific data is not available, the corresponding menu option button will be grey out. 

Request a new weather file including the corresponding data you want to display on the chart. Latest 

Custom Weather display is saved next time running MaxSea.  

Di splaying Numerical Value  

Rollover the cursor on any wind feather to access Wind Speed and Wind Direction.  

To display every other Weather Data using numerical value, display the Weather NavData, click on "+" 

to add a NavData and select "Weather Information" . The "Weather Information" NavData will display 

the weather condition under the Cursor (even if the weather is not displayed on the charts).  

If you right click on this Weather NavData, you choose which data it displays.  

Play Weather Animation 

The Planning  workspace allows you to play time - lapse movies of Weather Forecast.  

MaxSea VCR interface  

The VCR interface is displayed in the bottom of the Planning workspace. Buttons are grayed out when 

no information is displayed on chart such as  weather, planning r oute or tides layer.  
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1.  VCR Tool bar on the left -hand corner where user can manipulate animation  

2.  Virtual date and hour legend  

3.  Chart legend  

4.  VCR tool tip informs on selected animation  Date and Hour.  

5.  Time lines: three time lines  for each information on Da y, month and hour.  

6.  VCR Guide arrow shows where the animation located in time lines  

7.  Straight line colored in blue shows  presence of available data  

8.  Stripped lines indicate forecast areas  

9.  The Time Bar can be set in various modes (Tide, Weather or Route), adj usting the date and 

playback speed automatically (for animation):  

Select the Weather mode     : the date and playback speed is automatically 

adjusted according to weather forecast data. The Time Bar makes it also very easy scrolling 

to any time and date t o check conditions such as Weather  

Note  first running MaxSea, the VCR date information is selected on the actual date and the VCR tooltip 

is colored in blue color. When user play the animation the VCR tooltip is colored in yellow color, click 

on the clock  button to quickly return in actual date.  

Note  : The animation located in Real Time mode: arrow, outline and  background in the time line are 

colored in "blue -gray" color.    

In order to make an animation,  

¶ Display Weather Information on the chart  

¶ clock  

¶ Click on the " Play" or " Pause " button to start/pause a 24H time lapse 

movie from the current time  

¶ To change the start date of the animation by clicking on the "Calendar" button  

¶ To reset the virtual time back to the current time, click on the "Actual Tim e" button  

¶ To start the animation from the beginning of the Weather Forecast, click on the "File Start" 

button  
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¶ To step forward and backward using the file forecast interval, click on the "Step 

Back/Forward" buttons and  

You can also "scrub" the weathe r file by clicking and moving the mouse cursor on the hour line or 

 using the wheel.  

Note : Whenever the Chart Time is different from the current computer local time, the VCR tooltip is 

colored in yellow. When the display's date is outside the weather file,  the VCR guide, arrow 

and background tooltip are colored in red.   

  

Using Navimail 

 

Navimail is a subscription based Weather download service provided by Meteo France. If you want to 

use this service, you will have to download the Navimail software and in stall it on your computer. Click 

here for more information and download the program . 

Once the Navimail software has been installed on your computer, you can configure MaxSea to use 

Navimail directly from the Update WorkSpace.  

1.  Select the Update Work Space and clickon the Configure  button to add the NaviMail 

button  

2.  The first time you will click on the Navimail button, MaxSea will ask for the location of the 

Navimail software.  

Note:  MaxSea does not handle the subscription to the Navimail service. Please contact Meteo France if you 

want to subscribe to this service.  

http://marine.meteofrance.com/marine/Navimail
http://marine.meteofrance.com/marine/Navimail
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Marks & Objects  

Creating and Editing Marks 

Marks are used to plot specific locations such as fishing spots, harbors or pr eferred anchorages. All 

Marks are displayed in the Marks List. Marks can be created graphically by placing the cursor at the 

desired location on the chart and clicking the left mouse button or manually by entering the 

Latitude/Longitude.  

Note: Waypoints (M arks created using the Route Building tool) will not appear in the Marks List. Only the 

Marks created with the Mark Tool will. The Waypoint list is available in the Route Detail   table when the 

cor responding route is selected.  

Creating Marks graphically  :  

Click on the Mark Tool located in the ToolBar     and click on the Chart to drop a Mark.  

You can also right click anywhere on the Chart and choose " Create Mark ".  

The default icon and color define d in the "Marks & Routes" menu will be used.  

To modify individually the icon and color of a mark, double click on the Waypoint or right click and 

choose "Mark Properties" to open the Marks Properties dialog box.  

Note : by default, MaxSea TimeZero will autom atically select the Panning Tool (Hand) when a Mark is 

dropped using the Mark Tool. To add several marks without having to select the Mark Tool each time, 

deselect ñEnable Auto Hand Tool Selectionò in the "General" menu. When in this mode and finished creating 

Marks, the Panning Tool must then be manually selected.  

Creating Marks Manually:  

To create a Mark by entering the Latitude/Longitude, double click on the Mark Tool located in the 

ToolBar. This will display a window to enter the Latitude/Longitude nume rically. You may also right 

click anywhere on the Chart and choose "Create Mark by Lat/Long".  

The Manual Input box is "smart": you can enter the Latitude/Longitude using various format and 

MaxSea will automatically convert it to the position format that ha s been selected in the "Units" menu. 

When entering a number, a space is used a separator and the dot for decimal.  

Examples:  

Enter "N 46 17 50.2" for 46 Degrees 17 minutes 50 seconds and decimal seconds (2) North  

Enter "W 124 01.345" for 124 Degrees 1 minut e and decimal minutes (345) West  

Enter "S 46.2345" for 46 Degrees and decimal degrees (2345) South  

Note : If the Position Unit is set to " Loran - C" (in the " Units " Options MaxSea menu), you will be a ble to 

enter Marks by TDs.  

Moving a Mark:  

When the option "Allow Unselected Object to be Moved" is enabled (enabled by default in the General 

Options), put the cursor over a mark then drag it (hold the left click mouse button and move it) to its 

new positi on. When "Allow Unselected Object to be Moved" is disabled, you have to select the mark 

first (left click on it) then drag it.  

Note : If you have lots of marks on your screen, and you move them by mistake when panning the charts, 

you may want to disable "Al low Unselected Object to be Moved" from the General Options.  



Marks & Objects  

47  

If you want to enter new coordinates for a mark, double click on the mark (or right click and choose 

"Mark Properties") to display the Property window. Enter the new coordinates in the correspond ing 

fields.  

Changing Marks Icon and Color:  

Double click on a mark (or right click and choose "Mark Properties") to display the Property window. 

Change the color and/or icon from the corresponding fields.  

Tips: If you want to assign the same color to multip le marks, use the "Select" tool to select multiple 

marks then right click on one of the selected mark.  

Adjusting Marks Size  

The Marks Size is a global setting (found under the Marks & Boundaries Options) that will affect all 

marks displayed on the screen.  

Add Photography to a Mark  

¶ Right click on a mark and choose Marks properties  under the menu  

¶ Select the Notes tab in the"Marks properties" dialog and click on the Picture button to add 

personal picture  

¶ When cursor is moved over the mark the picture will be d isplayed on screen.  

Delete or Rename Mark  

Right click on a  mark  and choose the corresponding option ( Rename Mark  or Delete Mark)  from 

the drop down menu.  

Lock and Unlock Mark  

Right click on a Mark and choose " Lock Mark " to lock a Mark. When a Mark is loc ked, you 

will not be able to move it or delete it (a dialog box will appear if you try to erase it). Use the 

same process to unlock a Mark.  

Hiding Marks  

You can hide any mark by right clicking on it and choosing "Hide". To display a mark that has been 

prev iously "hidden", open the "Mark List" by clicking on the "List" ribbon button (available by default in 

the Planning Workspace) and set the corresponding mark to "Visible".  

Note  that all marks can be hidden by deselecting "Display Mark" from the "Marks" Rib bon Button.  

  

Creating & Editing Boundaries 

Lines, Areas and Circles can be created in Maxsea TimeZero using the corresponding tool in the 

Toolbar. If the Tools are not displayed, click on the "Configure Tools" button (at the lower end of the 

Toolbar) to a dd the tools you want to appear:  
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Click on the corresponding Boundary Tool ( Area, Circle or Line) and click 

on the Chart to create the boundary. For areas and lines, double click on the last point to close the 

area or end the line.  

You can also right c lick anywhere on the Chart and choose "Create" -> "Boundary".  

The default color and transparency (for areas and circles) defined in the Marks & Boundaries options 

will be used.  

Creating Boundaries Manually:  

To create a Boundary by entering the Latitude/Lon gitude, double click on the corresponding Boundary 

Tool located in the Toolbar. This will display a window to enter the Latitude/Longitude numerically.  

Delete or Rename Boundary  

Right click on a boundary and choose the corresponding option (Rename Mark or  Delete Mark) from 

the drop down menu.  

Note : When right clicking on a boundary to display the corresponding contextual menu, make sure that 

the boundary is displayed entirely on the screen. If the boundary is partially displayed (because the screen 

is zoom ed in), the right click menu will not show options for editing the boundary. In this case, zoom out 

until the boundary is displayed entirely on the screen then right click on it again.  
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Moving a Boundary:  

When the option "Allow Unselected Object to be Moved " is enabled (enabled by default in the General 

Options ), put the cursor over a boundary then drag it (click and hold while moving) to its new position. 

When "Allow Unselected Object to be Moved" i s disabled, you have to select the boundary first (click 

on it) then drag it.  

Note : When moving a boundary, make sure that the boundary is displayed entirely on the screen. If the 

boundary is partially displayed (because the screen is zoomed in), you will not be able to move it. In this 

case, zoom out until the boundary is displayed entirely on the screen then right click on it again.  

Note : If you have lots of boundaries on your screen and move them by mistake when panning the charts, 

you may want to disabl e "Allow Unselected Object to be Moved" from the General Options.  

If you want to enter new coordinates for a boundary point, double click on one of the points to open 

the point's property window. To move a circle by entering new coordinates, double click o n its center.  

Changing Boundaries Color and Contour  

Double click on a boundary (or right click and choose "Boundary "Area/Circle/Line" Properties") to 

display the Property window. Change the color and/or contour from the corresponding fields.  

Tips : If you want to assign the same color to multiple boundaries, use the "Select" tool to select 

multiple boundaries then right click on one of the selected boundary.  

Changing Boundary Area and Circle transparency  

Double click on a circle or area (or right click and choose "Boundary Properties") to display the 

Property window. Change the transparency from the corresponding field.  

Adjusting Boundary Contour Thickness  

The Boundary Contour Thickness is a global setting (found under the Marks & Boundaries Options) that 

wi ll affect all boundaries displayed on the screen.  

Lock and Unlock Boundary  

Right click on a boundary and choose "Lock Boundary" to lock a boundary. When a boundary is locked, 

you will not be able to move it or delete it (a dialog box will appear if you try  to erase it). Use the 

same process to unlock a boundary.  

Hiding Boundaries  

You can hide any boundary by right clicking on it and choosing "Hide". To display a boundary that has 

been previously "hidden", open the "Boundary List" by clicking on the "List" r ibbon button (available by 

default in the Planning Workspace) and set the corresponding boundary to "Visible".  

Note that all boundary can be hidden by deselecting "Marks" Ribbon Button  

Annotation  Tools  

Select Annotation tool to enter text  

o Right click on t he Annotation tool and choose a color before typing the text.  

o Click on the Annotation tool and place the cursor on the chart at the required position to enter 

the text that will appear on the chart.  

o Double -click on the Annotation tool to add Lat/Lon label on the chart  



MaxSea TimeZero Recreational v2.0.3  

50  

Marks and Objects Lists 

To display a list of Marks, Boundaries or Annotations, click on the "List" button in the ribbon (displayed 

by default in the "Planning" Work Space)   

Once the list tab is open at the bottom of the screen, you can change  list category from the left pane:  

 

 

To select a specific row (or line), click inside the first grey column in front of the specific line:  

 

When a line is selected, the chart will be centered on the corresponding object.  

The information displayed in the table (rows) can be customized by clicking on "Action" (on the right 

side of the List Title Bar) and choosing " Configure List ".  

This information can be exported in a file (text format) or copied to the clipboard by clicking on the 

corresponding item under the " Action " menu. The fields in the text file are delimited using Tabs. We 

recommended using Windows Excel to open the file (for proper formatting).  

The " Filter " button (also available on the right side of the List Title Bar) allows you to filter the Mark s, 

Boundaries or Annotations displayed in the list using various criteria. Once the list is filtered, select an 

object to center the chart on it (this is particularly useful to retrieve Marks created at a specific date).  

Note : The filters can affect what i s displayed on the chart when the "Apply List Filter(s) on chart" Layers 

ribbon option is checked. Otherwise the filters will only affect what is displayed inside the list.  

Show/Hide Layers 

By default "My Layer" is the only one selected and activated. At a  time you can show or hide it from 

choosing it in the Visible list under Layers in the Ribbon.  
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Click on the Ribbon layers to show or hide all together actual selected layer and right -click on 

it to select which layer you want to show or hide:  

Click Marks  to show or hide all marks that have been added on chart  

Click Boundaries to show or hide all boundries (circle, lines or polygons) that have been 

plotted on the chart  

Click Annotations  to show or hide all annotations that have been typed on the chart  
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Online Services  

ActiveCaptain 

To understand the ActiveCaptain features one must first understand what Active Captain is and how 

the ActiveCaptain service is different from traditional Points of Interest (POI) or marina databases.  

ActiveCaptain is what is  called a "crowd sourced" data service whereby hundreds of thousands of users 

of a service participate in building and consuming the data. The ActiveCaptain Interactive Cruising 

Guidebook database is stored, maintained and synchronized in the TimeZero PC s oftware directly. An 

Internet connection is not necessary to access any of the POI marina, anchorage, local knowledge, or 

hazard markers data. When Time Zero is installed, the ActiveCaptain data (i.e. Location, Marina 

Names, Phone numbers, etc) will appear  with the click of a mouse. When a customer registers for a 

free ActiveCaptain account, access to the full data set and reviews will automatically be activated. 

Registered ActiveCaptain users are also able to update the ActiveCaptain database directly from  

MaxSea TimeZero, giving them the very latest details up to the minute.  

Register to be an "ActiveCaptain":  

To register and for more information about the growing ActiveCaptain POI Database and its features, 

make sure to visit http://www.activecaptain.com . 

Once you are registered, enter your login/password information under the ActiveCaptain Options. As 

soon as the account is validated in TimeZero (Internet Connection required), you will have access to  

the full ActiveCaptain information as well as the Update feature.  

Displaying ActiveCaptain Markers on the chart  

To display the ActiveCaptain Markers on the chart, click on the "POI" button and select the 

corresponding ActiveCaptain data layer:  

1.  "AC Marina ",  

2.  "AC Anchorages",  

3.  "AC Local Knowledge",  

4.  "AC Hazards".  

Note : If the "POI" button is not available in the Ribbon, click on the "Configure Ribbons" icon to add it to 

the workspace configuration. click on this button to show or hide the selected POI laye r(s).  

  

Tips:  It is possible to setup advanced filters for some markers (Marinas and Local Knowledge) from the 

ActiveCaptain Options.  

http://www.activecaptain.com/
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To display basic marker information, rollover or click on any marker. To access the full marker 

information, double click  on any marker. This will open the Marker Property window that contains 

multiple tabs (sorted by category).  

Updating ActiveCaptain Markers  

To update the ActiveCaptain database, select the "Update" Work Space and click on the "ActiveCaptain 

Update"  button  located in the Ribbon. This will open the ActiveCaptain Update Wizard that 

will guide you.  

In order to have the latest information available (and latest "Co -Ops"), we recommend to update the 

database often.  

Note : The update area is not used for ActiveCapt ain (only for the Weather). When you update 

ActiveCaptain, the entire worldwide database is updated. This button is grey out if the account has not 

been validated.  

Post a Marker Review  

When the PC is connected to the Internet, you can post a review directl y from MaxSea TimeZero . Just 

open the marker properties (double click on it), select the "Review" tab and click on "Rate it..."  

AIS Online 

IMPORTANT : THE AIS ONLINE FEATURE SHOULD NOT BE USED IN NAVIGATION. 

THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT DELAY (IN BETWEEN 5 MINUT ES TO ONE HOUR) IN 
BETWEEN THE ONLINE REPORTS AND REAL TARGETS.  

If the PC is connected to the Internet, MaxSea TimeZero can display AIS information from the 

MarineTraffic  web site. It provides free real - time information, about ship movements and ports, 

mai nly across the coast - lines of Europe and North America.  

By default, the AIS online layer is turned OFF in MaxSea. To display it, select " AIS Online " from the 

"Targets " button in the Ribbon.  

If you have started MaxSea TimeZero in "Home Planning" mode, the A IS online will appear 

everywhere. If you have started MaxSea TimeZero in "Navigation" mode, the AIS filter parameters in 

the Targets Options applies ("Hide AIS targets Farther than...").  

AIS Online  appears in orange ("real" AIS targets appear in blue for Class A and green for 

Class B).  

To access an AIS Online target information, rollover the AIS icon with your cursor or left 

click on it. In addition to basic data (such as speed, course, MMSI,..), the AIS online 

displays a picture of the ship (when availabl e).  
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Read more in the related AIS targets  topic  

Panoramio and Personal Photos 

Panoramio is a website that enables digital photographers to geolocate, store and organize their 

photographs. When the PC is conn ected to the Internet MaxSea TimeZero automatically downloads and 

displays the Panoramio pictures if the "Panoramio" layer is selected from the "Points Of Interest" 

button in the ribbon. Rollover or click on a picture icon to display a bigger version:  

 

  

MaxSea allows you to display "ActiveCaptain" POIs and Panoramio Pictures together on chart for 

getting a complete information.  




























































































































































































































































































